Festival for Art on Film

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  In its first year, the Festival for Art on Film will screen thirteen works at The University of Akron’s Paul Daum Theatre located in Kolbe Hall on Saturday April 9, 2005, 1:00 – 5:30 pm. The festival will showcase work from local, national and international artists and directors.  Ranging from Randall Wright’s film, David Hockney: Secret Knowledge where Hockney argues his controversial theory that optical devices have been secret tools for artists since the 15th century to Cleveland-based Kristen Baumliér’s quirky short music video, Antenna, that explores the nature of communication technology, this festival promises to be a one-of-a-kind gathering in the Akron area. 

Hosted by the College of Fine and Applied Arts at The University of Akron and organized by Wigged Productions, the Festival for Art on Film is the only known festival in the United States dedicated to documentaries on art and artists and media works that interpret dance, music, poetry and visual art.  

"I felt it was important to showcase documentaries on art and artists," explains Festival Director Seth Thompson. "There needs to be a forum to encourage the creation of documentaries on art that are thought-provoking and entertaining. We want the festival to be a catalyst for artistic dialogue and retrospection."

Another festival goal, says Thompson, is to encourage works that combine artistic disciplines. "Rather than just showing a video or film that documents a dance performance, the Akron festival will showcase works that converge such artistic disciplines as dance and film as a means for artistic expression."

Festival jurors include: Neil Sapienza, Acting Director of the School of Dance, Theater, and Arts Administration and Professor of Art, The University of Akron; Durand Pope, Associate Professor and Coordinator of the Arts Administration Program, The University of Akron; Gabriel Giralt, Professor of Communication, The University of Akron; and Seth Thompson, Director/Producer, Wigged Productions and Associate Lecturer, The University of Akron.

Tickets will be available for purchase one-hour before show time at the Daum Theatre box office.  Ticket prices are: $5.00 for students and seniors; $8.00 for general public and $20.00 for those who would like to support future Festival for Art on Film presentations. The Paul Daum Theatre is located in Kolbe Hall at 328 Buchtel Common on The University of Akron campus.  For more information please visit www.artonfilmfestival.org 
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